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Planning guidance specifically states that the presence of protected species and their habitat 

is a material planning consideration (PPS 9, Paragraph 15 and 16).  UK Wildlife Legislation 

and   European Habitat Regulations require that, where land is thought to contain a       

protected species and is likely to be affected by a planning proposal or application,         

landowners must carry out surveys to determine the presence or absence of such species 

in order that appropriate mitigation can be developed to safeguard species’ interest and 

prevent offences under the relevant legislation.  Where appropriate, landowners must    

provide sufficient information concerning the protected species population, evaluation of its 

importance, and an assessment of impact and proposals for mitigation before works can 

begin.  All applicants must show that they have considered these issues, which will be      

initially highlighted by an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey.  Past records for the area may 

be held by conservation bodies such as Natural England or local Wildlife Trusts, but       

additional survey work is often required and must be undertaken by those with the        

necessary specialist skills required to obtain the information.  If considered early enough in 

the planning stage, ecological issues can be reduced and in some cases, could be of benefit. 

 

 

 

 

With regards to protected species, in general it is an offence to: 

 Damage, destroy, recklessly disturb or obstruct access to a place of shelter or      

 protection 

 Intentionally or recklessly injure, kill or take any species from the wild 

 Disturb these species while they are in a place of shelter or protection 

 

This complete level of protection is provided for Bats, Badgers, Dormice, Otters and     

Water Voles. The Natterjack Toad, Great Crested Newt, Sand Lizard and Smooth Snake 

and their eggs are also afforded the same level of protection. The Slow Worm, Grass 

Snake, Adder and  Common Lizard are protected against injury and death. 

 

Phase 1 Habitat and more detailed vegetation surveys are best carried out between April 

and September, and only sub-optimal surveys can be carried out between October and 

March when fewer species survive to be recorded. 

 

Please see overleaf for our full list of Ecology services that we provide and our Ecology   

Survey and Mitigation Timeline to assist with your planning procedures. 
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The scale and type of survey which are deemed necessary by Planning Authorities 

vary greatly between sites, depending on the habitats present.  Our ecologists 

are licensed to carry out the full range of ecological surveys to the highest standards 

and have extensive experience of the planning process.  Our services include: 

 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

 

A Phase 1 Habitat Survey is carried out to map the habitats present at the           

designated site and identify suitability for protected species. 

 

Code for Sustainable Homes (CfSH) 

 

As part of an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey we are able to visit site and carry out 

a CfSH survey as outlined by the Government in February 2008. 

 

Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) 

 

An EcIA is used to predict and evaluate the impacts of development on habitats and 

species.  It provides the information needed to ensure the ecological issues are given 

full consideration in the planning of a new development. The EcIA is usually carried 

out as part of an Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 

Botanical Surveys 

 

We are able to undertake botanical surveys as part of Extended Phase 1 Habitat    

Surveys or NVC Classifications. 

 

Baseline Ecology Surveys 

 

We are able to undertake extensive Baseline Ecological Surveys to identify           

opportunities for   improved management regimes by determining the current status 

of   species on site. 

 

Protected Species Surveys 

 

  - Badgers    - Otters 

  - Barn Owls    - Nesting Birds 

  - Bats     - Reptiles 

  - Dormice    - Water Voles 

  - Great Crested Newts 

 

Appropriate Assessment: 

 

Under the EC Habitats Directive, as Appropriate Assessment of Habitats Regulation 

Assessment is required if the development proposals are likely to effect a European 

Protected Area.  We are able to undertake the necessary survey work and compile 

the final assessment report in consultation with the statutory authorities. 
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Bats and their roosts are protected by both UK and EU legislation. This  

legislation protects not only the animals themselves but also protects roosts 

throughout the year, even when bats are absent. 

 

Bats are also protected from disturbance while they are within a roost.  

Disturbance includes not only physical disturbance but also the alteration of 

conditions within the roosts such as the humidity and   temperature. 

 

Bats are seasonal animals and are known to use different roosts at different 

times of the year. They make use of both trees and buildings as roost sites. 

Bats do not live up to their stereotype. They do not just use old bridges and 

derelict buildings, they are very often found in modern buildings including   

industrial sites. 

 

Bats also require flyways of trees or hedges around the roost site, therefore 

merely protecting a roost from damage is often not sufficient to satisfy    

Natural England that suitable mitigation has been implemented. 

 

It is vitally important for developers to know if bats are present on-site as 

early as possible within the planning process. Too often ecological issues are 

left to the last minute in the development process. This can lead to           

unnecessary delays while mitigation is developed, licences applied for and 

then the mitigation implemented. 

 

Ecological survey work and mitigation must be taken into consideration when 

planning the timeframe for any proposed development. 

 

With the introduction of Planning Policy Statement 9, the timing of           

ecological surveys has never been more important. It is now required that 

Planning Authorities be provided with information on the presence of       

protected species and any impacts upon them by the proposed development 

prior to permission being granted. 

 

The presence of a bat roost on site can require complex mitigation to be put 

in place. This can be done either on-site or off-site depending on the         

proposals. Due to bats seasonal nature, this process can be time consuming.  

 

Therefore, the earlier that the presence of bats is established on site, the  

easier it is to plan mitigation against the necessary approval from Natural   

England / DEFRA. This early approach will greatly reduce the impact of     

protected species on the development process. 

 

Landscape Planning offer a one-stop service for ecological survey, reporting, 

planning and implementing mitigation proposals. 

 

Our ecologists are fully licensed to survey for bat roosts and are experienced 

in planning suitable mitigation proposals. 
 

 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  



8 

 Badgers 

E
C

O
L

O
G

Y
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

 

Badgers and their setts are protected under UK law. The law makes it illegal 

to kill, injure or ill-treat a badger. 

 

It is also an offence to intentionally or recklessly interfere with a badger sett. 

This includes disturbing a badger while it is in a sett as well as damaging or 

destroying a sett or obstructing access to it. 

 

Planning and licensing applications are separate legal functions: planning  

permission for the Local Planning Authority is no guarantee that development 

operations will not breach the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. 

 

Natural England classifies disturbance as works within 30m of an active badger 

sett. 

 

A license is required from Natural England for certain activities in proximity 

to a badger sett and mitigation may involve buffer zones, constructing         

permanent barriers and creating artificial setts. 

 

It is important, therefore, that developers and planners take adequate account 

of badgers at the planning stage in order to ensure that a license is likely to be 

issued by Natural England. 

 

It is vitally important for developers to know if Badgers are present on-site or 

in close proximity, as early as possible within the planning process.  Therefore, 

the earlier that the presence of Badgers is established on site, the easier it is 

to plan mitigation and gain the necessary approval from  Natural England.  

 

With the introduction of Planning Policy Statement 9, the timing of ecological 

surveys has never been more important. It is now required that Planning    

Authorities be provided with information on the presence of  

protected species and any impacts upon them by the proposed development 

prior to permission being granted. 

 

Too often ecological issues are left to the last minute in the development  

process. This can lead to unnecessary delays while mitigation is developed, 

licenses applied for and then the mitigation implemented. 

 

This early approach will greatly reduce the impact of protected species on the 

development process and timetable. 

 

We are able to undertake all aspects of badger survey including site           

investigation, territory mapping, exclusion and supervised sett closure as well 

as artificial sett construction. 

 

Landscape Planning Ltd offer a one-stop service for ecological survey,  

reporting, planning and implementing mitigation proposals. 
 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  
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Great Crested Newts and their habitats are protected by both UK and EU 

legislation. This legislation protects the animals not only from death and 

injury but also from disturbance. The legislation also protects the aquatic 

and terrestrial habitats they live in. 

 

Great Crested Newts spend a large part of their lives on land.  

 

It is vital therefore, that even if there are no ponds or other water bodies 

on your land, you establish if there are any immediately adjacent to your 

land. 

 

Great Crested Newts are known as colonisers, they will rapidly expand 

into new water bodies if they are created close to a newt population. 

 

This means that protection measures may be required for development 

sites close to or within known newt ‘hotspots’.  

 

Too often ecological issues are left to the last minute in the development 

process. This can lead to unnecessary delays while mitigation is developed, 

licences applied for and then the mitigation implemented. 

 

It is vitally important for developers to know if Great Crested Newts are 

present on-site as early as possible within the planning process.  

 

Ecological survey work and mitigation must be taken into consideration 

when planning the timeframe for any proposed development. 

 

With the introduction of Planning Policy Statement 9, the timing of       

ecological surveys has never been more important. It is now required that 

Planning Authorities be provided with information on the presence of   

protected species and any impacts upon them by the proposed             

development prior to permission being granted. 

 

The presence of Great Crested Newts on site or adjacent to a site can 

require complex mitigation or protection measures to be put in place. 

This can be done either on-site or off-site depending on the proposals. 

 

Therefore, the earlier the presence of Great Crested Newts is established 

on site, the easier it is to plan mitigation and gain the necessary approval 

from Natural England / DEFRA.  

 

This early approach will greatly reduce the impact of protected species on 

the development process. 

 

Our ecologists are fully licensed to survey for Great Crested Newts and 

are experienced in planning  suitable mitigation proposals. 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  
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All reptile species in Britain are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended).  Under this act slow-worm, common lizard, adder and 

grass snake are protected from intentional killing and injury etc.  The less  

common sand lizard and smooth snake are also more stringently protected by 

additional legislation.  

 

Although the habitat of the common reptile species is not protected the  

destruction or disturbance of their habitat while they are present may result in 

an offence, especially if the destruction is by heavy plant machinery. 

 

A licence is not required to disturb, handle or move them. However it is 

strongly recommended that advice is sought from Natural England’s Local Team 

if you propose to translocate (move) them. However the process of  

translocation can be time consuming, requiring temporary exclusion fencing to 

be erected and long periods of trapping as reptiles can live in dense populations 

and be difficult to catch. 

 

A licence from Defra is required for all activities when dealing with potential  

impacts upon the two rarer species. 

 

The seasonality of reptile work must also be considered, as being cold blooded 

they are only active for part of the year. It is vitally important for developers to 

know if reptiles are present on-site or in close proximity, as early as possible 

within the planning process. 

 

Therefore, the earlier that the presence of reptiles is established on site, the  

easier it is to plan mitigation and gain approval from Natural England / Defra if  

required.  

 

With the introduction of Planning Policy Statement 9, the timing of ecological 

surveys has never been more important. It is now required that Planning  

Authorities be provided with information on the presence of protected species 

and any impacts upon them by the proposed development prior to permission 

being granted. 

 

Too often ecological issues are left to the last minute in the development  

process. This can lead to unnecessary delays while mitigation is developed,  

licences applied for and then the mitigation implemented. 

 

This early approach will greatly reduce the Impact of protected species on the 

development process and timetable. 

 

We are able to undertake all aspects of reptile survey including visual   

investigation, artificial refugia surveys, population analysis, assessment of  

receptor habitat and translocation if required. 

 
www.landscapeplanning.co.uk 

 

e: info@landscapeplanning.co.uk 
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The water vole (Arvicola terrestris) is the largest species of vole in Britain. 

Once common and widespread the water vole is now one of the UK’s rarest 

mammals having disappeared from approximately 90% of the areas it was    

recorded in the last century. This decline has occurred as a result of a number 

of factors but the main reason are habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation 

and from predation from American Mink.  

  

The main habitat for water voles are river banks, ditches and slow flowing  

lowland streams and rivers. However, they are also regularly found on canals, 

the edge of ponds, lakes and man made water features.  In recent times the 

water vole has become established in some urban areas where it has found 

some refuge from its main predator, mink. 

 

The water vole is protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). Prior to April 2008 this protection only extended to the killing or 

taking by certain prohibited methods as well as protecting breeding and resting 

places from destruction or obstruction, or to disturb a water vole while it was 

in a such a place. As from April 2008 water voles and their resting places are 

now be fully protected in England, it is now an offence to deliberately, capture, 

injure or kill them or to damage, destroy or obstruct their breeding or resting 

places. It will continue to be an offence to disturb them in their breeding or 

resting places. 

 

Some operations that potentially could impact upon the habitat of the water 

vole are: the reconstruction and culverting or crossing of water courses , 

modifications to drainage regimes and infilling. Management such as vegetation 

clearance or dredging channel deepening may also impact upon water vole 

habitat. 

 

There is no provision within the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 for licens-

ing activities that would otherwise constitute an offence for the purpose of 

development or maintenance. Such activities must  covered by the defence in 

the Act which permits otherwise illegal actions if it is an incidental result of a 

lawful operation and could not reasonably be avoided. 

 

The definition of what are ‘reasonable’ steps to avoid unnecessary damage can 

only be decided by a court but clearly an agreed mitigation strategy between 

the developer, planners and appropriate nature conservation agencies (Natural 

England and the Environment Agency), would be an important factor in  

determining whether appropriate action has been taken to avoid impact upon 

the water voles. 

 

Developers and other land owners wishing to undertake works to riparian   

and other waterside habitats must ensure that unnecessary damage is avoided 

and impacts are minimised if water voles are present. This is best be achieved 

by undertaking a water vole survey at an appropriate time, pre-planning and 

ensuring an appropriate mitigation strategy is adopted.  

 

We are able to undertake all aspects of water vole survey and recommend  

suitable mitigation strategies including translocation if required. 
 

www.landscapeplanning.co.uk           

 

e: info@landscapeplanning.co.uk 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  
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An organisation that owns or wishes to purchase land must have an 

understanding of its biodiversity resource.  Desk studies and ecological surveys 

can identify and assess this. The presence of biodiversity may constrain 

activities, for example by affecting planning approvals or project timetabling. 

 

Identifying these issues early (pre-acquisition if possible) can therefore save 

time and money, increasing the bottom line. 

 

Identification of biodiversity can provide an opportunity in terms of gaining 

credits for the Code for Sustainable Homes. 

 

Birds are increasingly an issue at development sites. Rare species and flagship 

species targeted by the conservation organisations are now commonly raised as 

issues by local planning authorities, conservation organisations and members of 

the public. 

 

The implications of disturbance on internationally protected sites such as 

Special Protection Areas (SPA) is an increasingly important issue for 

consideration on development projects which adjoin estuaries, heathlands and 

other important bird habitats. 

 

With few exceptions all wild birds and their eggs are protected from intentional 

killing, injuring and taking. Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981) 

is a list of the nationally rarer and uncommon breeding birds for which all 

offences carry greater penalties. 

 

Our Ecology team offers a full range of specialist bird surveys which can be 

utilised to suit individual project requirements, these include: 

 

 Common bird census. 

 Bird territory mapping. 

 Winter bird surveys. 

 Nesting bird surveys. 

 Habitat use studies. 

 Ringing studies. 

 Species specific surveys of rarer species such as barn owl, black redstart and 

cirl bunting. 

 Production of mitigation strategies including habitat enhancement projects 

and nest box schemes. 

 Surveys and assessment to establish likely impacts of increased disturbance 

on Special Protection Areas (SPA) as a result of new development. 

 Nest box schemes. 

 

Autumn/Winter is also an ideal time for Phase One surveys.  Providing that you 

are aware of the ecology on your site in good time, there can be opportunity 

for working with and enhancing the site based on the habitats which are 

present. 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  

http://www.jncc.gov.uk/PDF/waca1981_schedule1.pdf
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The White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) is Britain’s only native 

freashwater crayfish and as seen dramatic decline due largely to the introduction 

of non-native species such as the North American Signal. The Signal  Crayfish can 

carry a fungus known as ‘crayfish plague’ that is capable of eradicating whole 

populations within a matter of weeks. Other threats include habitat loss, damage 

and pollution incidents often as a result of development and construction works 

 

The white clawed crayfish is protected under annex II of the Habitats Directive, 

and member states are required to designate Special Areas of Conservation to 

protect important populations. Outside of these designated sites the White-

clawed Crayfish is offered limited protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in respect of taking from the wild and sale. 

The White-clawed Crayfish is listed as a priority species under the UK           

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and a Species Action Plan has been prepared to 

encourage measures for its survival.  

 

It is policy that Local Authorities consider the conservation status of such      

species when determining planning applications. If there is a possibility that 

White-clawed Crayfish could be present planning permission will likely to be   

refused unless the developer can clearly demonstrate appropriate surveys have 

been undertaken and if present that the species will not be adversely impacted as 

a result of the development 

 

White-clawed Crayfish are only likely to be an issue if works are proposed that 

would directly affect or are proposed in close proximity to water, this typically 

has been associated rivers and streams but White-clawed Crayfish can also be 

found in lakes or tarns and even canals. White-clawed crayfish have a restricted 

distribution and are now absent from many parts of the country, therefore the 

location of your proposed development site may influence the need for detailed 

surveys. 

 

For developments that may affect a water bodies containing this species it is  

vitally important that developers consider the potential presence of  White-

clawed Crayfish at the earliest opportunity. Surveys for White-clawed Crayfish 

can only be undertaken between July and September to avoid disturbing egg  

carrying females. If White-clawed Crayfish are present, mitigation and protection 

measures will depend upon the scale and nature of the proposed works. Any 

action that involves the capture and handling of White-clawed Crayfish requires 

a licence from Natural England. A separate licence from the Environment Agency 

is required if Crayfish traps are to be used under the Salmon and Freshwater 

Fisheries Act.   

 

We are able to undertake all aspects of White-clawed Crayfish survey including 

manual searches, night observations and trapping. In addition, we can design and 

implement the most suitable and effect protection and mitigation measures.  

 

Landscape Planning Ltd offer a one-stop service for ecological survey,  

reporting, planning and implementing mitigation proposals. 
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The presence of a protected species listed under European or UK legislation is 

a material consideration as part of the planning process. A number of          

invertebrates are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,  

including the marsh fritillary and large copper butterflies, violet click beetle,  

field cricket, southern damselfly, and fairy shrimp.  

 

There are 413 invertebrates that are listed under the UK Biodiversity Action 

Plan which Planning Authorities are obliged to consider as part of the decision 

process. 

 

In addition, it is good practice to consider species listed as of conservation 

concern. The Red Data Book is an international list of species which are     

categorised into endangered, vulnerable, scarce, and at risk. A number of    

species listed in the Red Data Book are found in the UK. Species are also listed 

as Nationally Notable Species if they have a limited distribution across the UK. 

 

As part of our Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, habitats are assessed for their 

invertebrate potenital. Terrestrial habitats likely to require invertebrate 

surveys include unimproved grassland, deciduous woodland, bare ground, and 

brownfield sites. Aquatic habitats include ponds, streams, wetalnds, and rivers. 
 

 

The presence of a protected species listed under European or UK legislation is a 

material consideration as part of the planning process. Otters are a European 

Protected Species and are they and their resting places are protected. 

 

Otters require large territories, which are usually linear along watercourses.  

Although they spend most of their time in or around water, they do cross land 

to disperse to adjacent watercourses, or to avoid obstacles such as weirs or 

dams. Most developments or construction activities that effect water courses or 

are close to a water course will require consideration of otters as part of the 

Extended Phase 1 Survey, and may require a targeted otter survey. 

 

Otters are steadily increasing their range across the UK after declining in     

numbers and range during the last century. For this reason, developments that 

effect watercourses should consider otters even if there is no evidence of otters 

being present at the time. This is usually a straightforward process of maintaining 

connectively for animals to move along the watercourse. Landscape Planning 

ecologists and landscape designers can assist with the design of developments in 

this regard. 

 

Otter surveys are best undertaken during periods of consistent water flow, as 

periods of high flow wash otter signs away. Bridges, weirs, and other prominent 

features in the watercourse are likely to show signs of otters if they are present. 

Otters 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  
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The Barn Owl (Tyto alba) is widely distributed across Britain, and is typically 

associated with open habitats with areas of rough grassland, woodland edges 

and hedgerows which provide a good abundance of small mammal prey 

Although the barn owl remains widespread the population decline in the UK is 

estimated at 70% since the 1930’s.  

 

Barn Owls roost and nest in hollow trees as well as a wide range of derelict and 

unused buildings, particularly in those of an agricultural nature and often in 

close proximity to man. They have also been known to roost and nest within 

attics of occupied properties. The conversion of such buildings as well as other 

causes of roost and nest site loss are a cause of Barn Owl decline and site 

availability is one of the factors which limits population recovery. In addition, 

land use change and practices that have lead to a reduction in the area of prey-

rich habitat is significant factor in their survival and breeding success.  

 

All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected from death and destruction 

under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), but barn owls are 

afforded extra protection through their inclusion on Schedule 1 of the Act, 

meaning that it is a further offence to: 

 

 Recklessly disturb any wild Barn Owl whilst ‘building’ a nest, or 

whilst in, on, or near a nest containing eggs or young   
 

 Recklessly disturb any dependent young of wild barn owls 

  

This includes the disturbance of any parent bird which whilst not always on a 

nest, has dependent young / eggs nearby.  Any young birds which may have left 

the nest but are still returning for brief periods are also protected by this 

legislation. 

 

Exactly what constitutes ‘disturbance’ or activities ‘near’ to an active nest is not 

clearly defined, and will differ according to the specific circumstances.  Barn 

Owls are generally shy birds, but sensitivity to disturbance varies between 

individuals. 

 

Whilst Barn Owls are commonly seasonal breeders, it is not unknown for them 

to begin breeding in all months of the year. In order to find out if the bird are 

nesting and to determine when the nesting cycle will likely be complete a nest 

inspection may be necessary. This can only be carried out by a licence holder 

with the owner consent.   

 

Developers and other land owners should consider the potential presence of 

Barn Owls early in the planning process, in order to avoid committing an 

offence through reckless disturbance of nesting birds and to enable early 

programming of works around the nesting period, ensuring impacts are 

minimised and that an appropriate mitigation strategy is adopted.  

 

Landscape Planning ecologists are able to undertake Barn Owl surveys, 

reporting, planning and as well implementing mitigation proposals. 
 

www.landscapeplanning.co.uk  
 

e: info@landscapeplanning.co.uk 
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The Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) is the only native species of squirrel in    

Britain. Once common and widespread the Red Squirrel’s range has            

significantly contracted and is now absent from the majority of lowland      

England. In England,  populations are restricted to the north such as          

Merseyside, Lancashire, Cumbria and the North East with only fragmented 

populations occurring on Isle of Wight, Poole Harbour, and Thetford Forrest. 

 

This severe decline and current distribution is recognised by its inclusion as a 

protected species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

Under the Act it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take a Red     

Squirrel. It is also an offence to damage, destroy or obstruct any place of   

shelter or protection used by a Red Squirrel or to disturb a Red Squirrel whilst occupying 

such a place. 

 

The preferred habitat of the Red Squirrel is woodland but where this species occurs it can 

be encountered in gardens. As a issues can occur even with the smallest development   

proposals. Local Authorities are required to take account of protected species and habitats 

and therefore in areas with known populations, a Red Squirrels survey is often required as 

part of the planning application. 

The Dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) is protected under UK and European 

legislation, making it an offence to recklessly, intentionally, or deliberately  

disturb, injure, or kill a dormouse. 

 

The dormouse is also a listed as a priority species in the UK Biodiversity    

Action Plan, and so councils are obliged to consider the status of populations 

within its boundary.  

 

Landscape Planning can carry out dormouse surveys to establish presence or 

likely absence of the species at a site, and to estimate the population size present. We can 

assist with developing the program of surveys, habitat creation, and mitigation that maybe 

required in order to gain a development licence for this species. 

 

Dormice are predominately arboreal mammals, which prefer deciduous woodland but can 

also be found in bramble thickets, hedgerows, and scrub. Favourite species include oak,   

hazel, silver birch, bramble, ash, holly, and rowan. 

 

Between April and October, the adults building woven nests in dense vegetation in which to 

raise their young. At the end of October, the animals find a place on the ground to         

hibernate until April. 

 

Surveys for dormice are undertaken with different methods. If hazel is present, then a nut 

search can be carried out between October and December to find nuts characteristically 

gnawed by dormice. Nest tubes can be used whilst dormice are active, and must be placed 

in habitat in April and inspected monthly until October. Nest boxes can also be used in the 

same way. 
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Important Hedgerows are protected under the Hedgerow Regulations 

1997, and all hedgerows are listed as a Priority BAP Habitat. 

 

Hedgerows protected under the Regulations must be defined as          

Important as follows:  

 

1. Marks a pre 1850 parish or township boundary 

2. Incorporates an archaeological feature 

3. Is part of, or associated with, an archaeological site 

4. Marks the boundary of, or is associated with, a pre-1600 estate 

or manor 

5. Forms an integral part of a pre-Parliamentary enclosure field    

system 

6. Contains certain species of birds, animals or plants listed in the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act or JNCC publications 

7. Includes: 

 a) at least 7 woody species, on average, in a 30m length; or 

 b) at least 6 woody species, on average, in a 30m length and has 

at  least 3 associated features; or 

 c) at least 6 woody species, on average, in a 30m length, including 

a  black poplar tree, or large leaved lime, or small leaved lime 

or wild  service tree or  

 d) at least 5 woody species, on average, in a 30m length and has 

at  least 4 associated features. 

8. Runs along a bridleway, footpath, road used as a public path, or a 

byway open to all traffic and includes at least 4 woody species, on 

average, in a 30m length and has at least 2 of the associated     

features listed below. 

 

The associated features are:  

 a bank or wall supporting the hedgerow 

 less than 10% gaps 

 on average, at least one tree per 50m 

 at least 3 species from a list of 57 woodland plants 

 a ditch 

 a number of connections with other hedgerows, ponds or     

woodland 

 a parallel hedge within 15m. 

 

 

Landscape Planning recommend surveying hedgerows as part of the initial 

site assessment survey. Identifying important hedgerows early in the     

design stage allow due consideration of the hedgerow in terms of planning 

applications. 
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The Code for Sustainable Homes is the national standard based on BRE’s EcoHomes 

scheme. The Code is the homes version of BREEAM (Building Research Establishment 

Environmental Assessment Method), and provides an authoritative rating for new, 

renovated or converted homes. The focus on more environmentally friendly 

developments has resulted in some schemes, such as the new Housing Corporation 

Approved Development Programme-funded schemes being required to achieve a high 

Code for Sustainable Homes accreditation or fail to receive funding. The Code for 

Sustainable Homes differs from EcoHomes in several ways including the necessity for 

the Final Code Assessment to occur after a post construction review has taken place. 

 

Many Planning Authorities are now setting Code for Sustainable Home targets as part 

of their Supplementary Planning Guidance, and all new build housing association 

homes will have to meet the EcoHomes ‘Very Good’ standard. 

 

There are seven categories of environmental performance issues which are assessed: 

Energy, Water, Pollution, Materials, Transport, Ecology and Land-use, Health and 

Wellbeing and Management. The ecology section encourages the use of ecologically 

poor sites for new development, and overall improvement in the ecological value of 

development sites. Four ecology sub-sections exist, with seven available points: 

 

•   Development of low-ecologically value land (1) 

•   Enhancing the ecological value of the site (1) 

•   Protecting ecological features from development and damage during construction (1) 

•  Credits are available to minimise reductions and to encourage an improvement in 

ecological value. (4) 

 

These ecology points can only be awarded by a ‘Suitably Qualified Ecologist’ as 

specified by the requirements set by BREEAM and Code for Sustainable Homes. 

 

Our ecologists are suitably qualified and have carried out Code for Sustainable 

Homes assessments for sites ranging from rural to medium housing densities, to high 

density blocks of flats in the centre of London, and we have fully maximised the 

ecological potential of every site. 

 

We also have a team of experienced Landscape Architects who are able to 

provide design statements in order to achieve credits across the categories 

including Energy, Pollution, Materials, Management, and Ecology, in conjunction 

with the ecologist. 

 

The Code for Sustainable Homes requires a site visit by an ecologist before any 

works begin on the site, and so it is very important that we are involved early on, in 

order to maximise the credits available for the site. Our experienced ecologist and 

landscape architect team can work together to deliver results which meet the 

requirements of BREEAM and Code for Sustainable Homes, and gain the maximum 

number of credits possible for the site. 

 

Whatever you believe to be the environmental value of your site, we have the 

skills to assist you in maximising the Code for Sustainable Homes potential. 

 

www.landscapeplanning.co.uk 

 

e: info@landscapeplanning.co.uk 
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Developers and Landowners - are you ready for 
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DEVELOPERS - now is the time to see if your sites are 

likely to require detailed ecology surveys, and avoid the 

delays associated with awaiting until the appropriate time 

of year. 

 
Planning policy dictates that applicants must provide Planning Authorities 

with details on protected species presence/absence and without such data 

it is increasingly unlikely that planning permission will be granted. 

 

Protected species all have windows of time in which surveys are 

acceptable, particularly during Spring, which is fast approaching earlier 

than ever. 

 

March/April is the ideal time for Great Crested Newts, Water Voles and 

Reptiles.  Also initial surveys now will allow planning for bat surveys in 

May/June if required. 

 

In some cases, should a protected species be found early enough, it will 

be possible to complete mitigation works within the same season. 

 

LANDOWNERS - do you carry out annual scrub clearance 

works? 

 

DEVELOPERS - do you have trees, hedges or scrub which 

you know are likely to require removal? 

 
Time is fast running out to undertake tree and scrub works, as our 

contractors are reporting that with the warm weather, birds are already 

nesting.  It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act to take, 

damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird whilst it is in use or being 

built. 

 

Don’t forget - tree holes and crevices which could possibly support 

bats – it is illegal to destroy a bat roost, and to kill or injure a bat – with a 

potential £5,000 fine per bat, plus up to 6 months imprisonment and 

seizure of equipment.  If in doubt get it checked by qualified personnel. 
 

Need to know more? 
 

Call Landscape Planning Ltd today on 01206 752539. 

 Landscape Planning Group Ltd | Ecology Services  
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Head Office 
Landscape Planning Ltd 

4 The Courtyards,  

Phoenix Square,  

Wyncolls Road,  

Colchester  CO4 9PE  

T: 01206 752539 

F: 01206 222039 

 

Email: info@landscapeplannning.co.uk 

 

Web: www.landscapeplanning.co.uk 


